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Abstract
The level of counterfeit dental materials and devices in many countries is on the rise and the issue is worth looking at in detail because of the effects these counterfeit dental materials and devices can pose to patients. Counterfeit dental materials and devices can include materials and devices such as restoration, dentures, crowns, bridges, veneers, implants, and orthodontic appliances. Genuine dental materials and devices should be made in dental clinics and dental laboratories by qualified dental laboratory technicians who have been approved by the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA). However, with the rising cases of gray and black markets, a lot of dental materials and devices that are fake have been made in countries such as China and Pakistan and distributed worldwide to serve patients. This issue has all through been evidenced by cases like that of Barrington Armstrong-Thorpe and many others and it is therefore essential to create awareness of these counterfeits because their effects are fatal to human dental health. Creation of awareness is urgent because the fake dental materials and devices are associated with repercussions such as low biocompatibility, allergic reaction, tissue wasting, severe pain, gum loss, infection, inability to eat, loss of work, waste of time and money, and many others that pose health threats to patients’ mouths.  Patients with dental issues should with much scrutiny observe devices used in the restoration of their teeth because one cannot easily tell when a device is real or fake.
